
City of Blaine 
Natural Resource Conservation 

Board 
 

 

 

April 16, 2024 | 7:00 PM 
Blaine City Hall 

10801 Town Square Drive NE 
Blaine, MN 55449 

 

 
 

The Natural Resource Conservation Board is an advisory body to the City Council. The Board is charged 
with recommending acquisition of lands for open space and developing a Natural Resource Plan which 
includes environmental policy and guidelines for the maintenance and preservation of Blaine’s existing 
and future opens spaces and trail corridors. One of the Board’s functions is to hold public meetings and 
make recommendations to the City Council. For each item, the Board will receive reports prepared by 
City staff, provide the opportunity for public response, conduct Board discussions and make 
recommendations. The City Council, however, makes all final decisions on these matters. 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Approval of Minutes 
  3.1. 2024-829 Approval of March 19, 2024 NRCB Minutes 
      Sponsors:   Nate Monahan, Recreation Manager  

  

4. Open Forum for Citizen Input 

5. New Business 
  5.1. 2024-21 Updated NRCB Board Policies 
      Sponsors:   Cathy Sorensen, City Clerk  

  

  5.2. 2024-23 Blaine Wetland Sanctuary Consultant for Wetland Bank and Trail 
Development 

      Sponsors:   Nate Monahan, Recreation Manager, Megan Hedstrom, Stormwater 
Coordinator   
  

  5.3. 2024-830 NRCB Updates 
      Sponsors:   Nate Monahan, Recreation Manager  

  

6. Adjournment 
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City of Blaine 
Staff Report 

File Number: 2024-21 

   
Agenda Date  Status 

April 16, 2024  
 

In Control  File Type 

Natural Resources Conservation 
Board 

 Report 

New Business -   
 
Agenda Item # 5.1 

Updated NRCB Board Policies 
 
Background 

City of Blaine Council Policy 
Board/Commission Appointment Process and Structure 
 
Purpose:   Boardmembers and commissioners are vital to the community and provide input and 
guidance on the many opportunities and issues Blaine faces as a growing community. Requirements for 
these volunteer positions include being a resident of Blaine, attending meetings, and having a 
community interest.  In order to be most responsive to residents interested in serving on boards and 
commissions and to be able to be flexible during the recruitment, the appointment process previously 
outlined by ordinance was moved and included instead as a Council policy. 
 
Boards/Commissions: The City’s advisory boards and commissions include the Natural Resources 
Conversation Board, Park Advisory Board, Planning Commission and Traffic Commission.  There are 
other ad hoc boards and commissions whose members are appointed but do not directly report to the 
City Council including the Charter Commission, Fire Board, and Senior Advisory Board, as well as 
community boards such as the Blaine Historical Society. Boards and commissions meet quarterly or 
as needed, based on a calendar and work plan created and approved by Council and implemented by 
staff.  The exception to quarterly meetings is the Planning Commission who meets more frequently to 
act on land use applications and hold public hearings as required by Statute.  
 
Appointments:  Board/commission appointments are made annually by City Council based on each 
term’s ending, typically March of each year.  Appointments are made based on balanced ward 
representation where possible for up to two 3-year terms per member.  The Council can by consensus 
deviate from these criteria and allow for differing ward representation and/or additional 
term(s).  Council will determine the candidate review and interview process each appointment cycle 
based on the number of vacancies, reappointments, and applications received.  
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Member Removal:  Members may be removed by the mayor if the removal is confirmed by a majority 
vote of the City Council. Current members who move from the council election ward they were 
appointed to will be allowed to complete their term with the approval of the mayor and the two 
councilmembers from the council election ward they moved from. Terms of current members who 
move outside the City shall end immediately.  
  
Board/Commission Structure:  Most boards/commissions are comprised of 7 members.  Each 
board/commission will appoint their chair/vice chair and adopt rules for the transaction of its business 
which may include provisions for conducting public hearings and the filing of written testimony by the 
public if needed.  With the assistance of staff, each board/commission will provide a public record of its 
proceedings which include the minutes of its meetings, its findings, and action taken on each matter 
heard by it, including the final recommendation. 
  
Stipend:  Board and commission members will be compensated at the rate of $60 per meeting 
attended and $75 per meeting attend for chairpersons, not to exceed two meetings per month. 
 
Recommendation 
 
 
Attachment List 

None 
 

Page 9 of 12



 

 
 

 

City of Blaine 
Staff Report 

File Number: 2024-23 

   
Agenda Date  Status 

April 16, 2024  
 

In Control  File Type 

Natural Resources Conservation 
Board 

 Report 

New Business -   
 
Agenda Item # 5.2 

Blaine Wetland Sanctuary Consultant for Wetland Bank and Trail Development 
 
Background 

Staff will provide an update on the hiring of a consultant for the Blaine Wetland Sanctuary Site 7 
Wetland Bank and trail design/development. 
The city has been working with local and state agencies to finalize the details of the consultant contract 
to meet wetland bank requirements. 
 
Recommendation 
 
 
Attachment List 

None 
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City of Blaine 
Staff Report 

File Number: 2024-830 

   
Agenda Date  Status 

April 16, 2024  
 

In Control  File Type 

Natural Resources Conservation 
Board 

 Report 

New Business -   
 
Agenda Item # 5.3 

NRCB Updates 
 
Background 

New Rain Garden Conceptual Sign review 
Dottie McKinley Memorial Bench at Pioneer Park 
Rare Grass Aristida Longispica Educational Sign at Lochness Park has been install next to hole 5 of the 
disc golf course 
Updates from March NRCB Meeting  
 
Recommendation 

Informational 
 
Attachment List 

1. City of Blaine Signage 
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In a collective effort to support 
the smallest pollinators, our rain 

gardens capture and clean rain water 
runoff, but also provide critical habitat for 
pollinators through the use of native plants. 

Native plants have deep roots which are 
good for pulling rain water runoff down 
into the soil and cleaning it. They are also 
a key to the survival of native pollinators 
such as the rusty patched bumble bee, 
monarchs, moths and so many more! 
Native plants provide key food and 
nesting habitat for these local pollinators, 
who work hard to pollinate our fruit and 
vegetable crops.

BEES AND BEYOND...
WHY NATIVE SPECIES?WHAT IS A RAIN GARDEN?

Rain gardens are bowl-shaped, shallow gardens built to capture rain water runoff from roofs, lawns and 
parking lots before it reaches our lakes, streams and rivers. The plants and soil in the rain garden have deep roots 
that clean the rain water runoff by filtering out pollutants and soaking rain water into the ground, providing clean water 
downstream as well as habitat for pollinators and other wildlife.

Vegetation intercepts 
stormwater & creates 
habitat & food source 
for wildlife

Pre-treatment 
structure
removes sediment

WATER RUNOFF 
FROM LAWNS, 
STREETS AND 

PARKING AREAS

3:1 side slopes

WATER INFILTRATED THROUGH 
SOIL TRAVELING DOWN 

CHANNELS CREATED BY ROOTS

4”-12”  depth  
of water 

collection

Raingardens add 
beautiful habitat to 
community spaces!

FLAT BASIN

NATIVE PLANTS

Most rain water flows from roofs and parking 
lots into the road, gathering any pollutants 
and debris in its path. Then it pours into 
our storm sewers, picking up speed, finally 
dumping the collection of materials into our 
lakes and rivers!

Take these steps to help keep our 
waters clean:
•	  Direct your downspouts into 

vegetated areas 

•	 Keep leaves out of the street & pick 
up pet waste

•	 Don’t dump anything in the storm 
drains

•	 Reduce the use of fertilizers & 
chemicals in your yard

Did you know 
70% of plants 
depend on 
pollinators 
to assist in 
pollination?

That means 
over 30% 
of our food 
needs 
pollinators to 
grow!

WITHOUT A RAINGARDEN...
WHAT YOU CAN DO
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